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LEUNIG, OPERA, FISH AND WIGGLES!
(Fair dinkum)

Dear Friends

This newsletter is all good news!

Firstly, our next fantastic fundraiser, An Evening of Opera and Art, will be held on  
Saturday, Oct 6 th  at The Elms Room, Kyneton Race Course and what a special event it  
will be.  

AFO' s beautifu l and talented Ambassador, Vi ctor ian Opera sopr ano TI FFANY 
SPEIGHT   is donatin g her incredib le talents to the evening. She w ill  be accompanied by 
Barry  Firth  who is also kindly  donating  his time and talent  to AFO.   But what about 
Michael  Leunig  and Larry  Pickering  agreeing to support  Artists  for Orp hans? Their  
original  cartoons will  be up for grabs at the art auction!  But  all  the detai ls are at the  
bottom of the newsletter!

NEWS IN BRIEF!

 ROTARY: I  am very happy to announce that The Woodend Rotary  Club  
have adopted Artists  for Orphans Inc. (AFO). We are excited to be 
associated with  this organisation promoting wor ld  peace and in ternational 
fr iendship. Thank you Mir anda Bain  A.K.A. the Human Dynamo, 
President of Woodend  Rotary for all your support!    Woodend Rotary is 
also sponsoring our Evening of Opera and Art!  

THE WIGGL ES:  Up for  grabs at our  Evenin g of Opera & Art  is 4 x tickets  to The  
Wiggles Show  at Rod Laver Stadium PLUS  a Meet & Greet  by The Wiggles!!  What  kid 
does not want to meet The Wiggles!!

GO VAP ORPHANAGE:  We received a lovely letter  from Co Loan, Director  of Go Gap 
Orphanage  thanking  us for installing  two more air-conditioning  uni ts. These two units  
went in to the hydrocephalus  and termi nally  ill  children's  wards. We have also supplied  
more medical equipment, this time for the kids with Cerebral Palsy.  

SCHOLARSHIPS: AFO is sponsoring four young peo ple to participate in the Teach Me 
To Fish Scholarships , an initiative  of our  partner, Kids Without  Borders. We all love 
seeing the photos of the cute toddlers but many of these toddlers  spend their  entire  lives 
in  the orphanages and at 18 years of age, they have to venture in to a very large and often 
terrifying world.

ARTISTS FOR ORPHANS
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These scholarships  suppor t orph ans in  Viet  Nam when they leave the orph anages at the 
age of 18 (if they are well enough) and start life  on their  own. The scholarship  supports  
them with continuing education, vocational training, health care and living necessities.  
Many of the kids are instituti onalised and can be very vulnerabl e.  Our four  participa nts 
are from Hoa Phuong Orphanage and we will keep in touch to see how they are going.
The four young people we are sponsoring are:
                 

Tran Van Tu.  Tu was born on 28/6/93.  Both his parents died  
and he was taken to the 
Hoa Phuong Orphanage when he was 7 years old.  He loves 
playing football and table tennis and enjoys shopping.  His  
best friend at the orphanage is Trung. He fears leaving the  
orphanage, having nobody on the outside to support him and  
not being able to get a job.  His dream is to be a director.

           
Vu Van Trung.  Trung was born 07/01/93. Both his parent died  
of heart disease and he arrived at the Hoa Phuong Orphanage  
when he was 13.  Like his best friend Tu, Trung also loves  
playing football.   And Trung has the same fears as Tu about  
going out into the world alone.  His dream to become an  
electrical engineer.  As you can see, these two are best friends 
at Hoa Phuong Orphanage.

And Þnally twin sisters, Thai and Thuy,

 These girls with the beautiful smiles are also from Hoa Phuong 
Orphanage and are about to embark on the TM2F scholarship  
sponsored by AFO. Let's hope this givs them a little leg up in  
life.

I  also made menti on in  my last newsletter of a work  experience programme we set up 
with MMSoftware Co and Kids Wihtout Borders in Saigon called:

STEPPING STONES WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME :

Meet Thuy Duong Nguyen, also from Hoa Phuong
Orphanage.  ÒDuongÓ is now training with MMSoftware Co.
which is owned and run by our good friend 
My Nguyen.  Best of luck Duong! We stay in touch because
Duong is now my Facebook friend!
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Ros Bradbury,  Vice President  of Artists  for  Orphans In c and I  will  get to meet all these 
kids personall y when we return to Vietnam  in  November.  AFO  is proud and happy to 
sponsor these four kids and we look forward to sponsoring more in the future.

PROFILE :  Thien Nhan, the Miracle Baby :
  

Left: Thien Nhan with Son Michael Pham

Thien  Nhan was abandoned in  the forre st in  Viet  Nam at 
bir th and mauled by wil d animals. Dubbe d ÔThe Miracle  
BabyÕ, Thi en Nhan was found  more than three days after 
being abandoned. Doctors managed to save his life, but not  
his right  leg nor  his genitals. KWB, along wit h several non-
government organisations, support his medical treatment.   

He now has an adopted family,  Mom Mai Anh  and Dad Nghinh  and brothers Big and 
Little  Min h. He has undergone extensive reconstructive surgery in  hi s short  life  and Son 
Michael is still in touch with the family and giving support when necessary.

I  would  like  to thank our partner Son Michael Pham of Kids  
Without  Borders for  thei r help and fr iendship. These projects 
we undertake would  not  be possibl e without  Son's generous 
heart, extensive  experience and ßuent Vietnamese!

 A HUMUNGOUS  thank  you to our  friends, Mark  
Graham, Cate and Kyneton  &  Hanging Rock Racing 
for their friendship and support.

(more)



ÒAN EVENING OF OPERA AND ARTÓ

Saturday, October 6TH, 2012 @ 7.00pm
The Elms Room @ Kyneton District Racing Club

Campaspe Place, Kyneton Vic

            *Special  Guest Performer*

Victorian 
 Opera's 

 TIFFANY
 SPEIGHT 

fresh from

'The Marriage of
Figaro'

 

    
TICKETS: $25.00 available online via: 

 http://www.trybooking.com/31455
P.T.O.

Complimentary glass of  wine on arrival, finger food, door prizes,  
raffles, performance by the spectacular Tiffany Speight and an art  

auction!

Art donated by local and international artists including:

Reg Mombassa,  Larry  Picke ring,  Rose  Wilson,  Jodie  Ferg uson-Batte , 
Louise  Otte n, Rich ard  Chamers ki, Helen  Cottl e, Roger  Watson, Lee 
Pennington,   Maggie  Millar,  Art  Storey,  Nick  Fedaef,  Scott  Cain,  Ray 
Ellis,  Kath ryn  Portelli,  Pauline  Morr ison-Jack,  Lore  Lindner , Steve  
Kilbey,  jewellery, mosaics, photography and rock memorabilia!

For more information - Roni Wildeboer,   
roni@wildeboer.id.au   or 0424 938931 
All proceeds going to Artists for Orphans Inc
supporting sick and orphaned children in Vietnam

Sponsored by Woodend Rotary Club!



Thank you everybody for your support!  I hope to see you and your friends at our very  
special ÒEvening of Opera & ArtÓ.

Kindest regards
Roni Wildeboer
Founder
Artists  for Orphans
0424938931
http://www.artists-for-orphans.com


